April 5, 2022

Other grave human rights violations,
including genocide and torture, are al-
ready crimes under U.S. law that cover
any offender found in the United
States. This should also be true for war
crimes and crimes against humanity,
and that is why I will introduce the
War Crimes Accountability Act.

The War Crimes Accountability Act
will ensure the United States has the
tools to hold accountable the perpetra-
tors of war crimes and other atrocities.
The bill expands the War Crimes Act to
cover all war criminals who are in the
United States, regardless of where they
are from. It fills the gap in our crimi-
nal code for prosecuting crimes against
humanity so that we can hold perpetra-
tors who come to this country account-
able.

This is not just a hypothetical idea.
Consider one example: After the mas-
sacre of thousands of innocent men and
boys in the Srebrenica massacre, a war
criminal named Marko Boskic made
his way to the United States. When law
enforcement tracked him down, they
could only charge him with visa fraud,
not a war crime or crimes against hu-
manity. We must bring war criminals
to justice for their horrific crimes, not
slap them on the wrist with a visa
technicality.

The United States must never again
provide safe haven for perpetrators of
war crimes and crimes against human-
ity. Our Nation led the first prosecu-
tions for crimes in the Nuremberg
trials. It is time for the United States
to lead again.

Ultimately, the day will come when
Vladimir Putin faces justice, and his
name and his regime will be remem-
bered in history alongside the worst of
the worst. Until Putin and his syco-
phants are brought to justice, we can-
not waver—we cannot equivocate—in
providing Ukraine with all the re-
sources, weapons, and aid they need to
triumph over Russia.

Quite simply, the United States of
America should never be a safe haven
for a war criminal. The United States
of America should be holding war
criminals responsible for their horrible
conduct and what they have done to
the poor and innocent people in other
places, and they should be held liable
on criminal and civil bases. That is
what this bill would do. It is an effort
to move forward with the cause of jus-
tice, but I hope it is only the begin-
ning.

When nations around the world adopt
similar laws to the ones which I am
proposing, we will make it clear that
there are no safe havens left for war
criminals. They will pay a price wher-
ever they end up, and that is the way it
should be if there is going to be justice.

‘“Slava Ukraini.”

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

BIDEN FAMILY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, Senator JOHNSON and I will
present our third speech on the Biden
investigation series.
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Today, we will focus on James Biden,
the President’s brother. Hunter Biden
wasn’t the only Biden family member
who had connections to the Chinese
communist regime. James Biden did as
well.

Before we begin our discussion, I
think we will need to mention the
main company once again, the Chinese

company that goes by the initials
CEFC.
In the first two speeches, Senator

JOHNSON and I established the connec-
tion between CEFC and the communist
Chinese Government. We established
the connection between CEFC and Hud-
son West III. We then established the
connection with Hunter Biden’s
Owasco, Hudson West III, and CEFC.

We showed that Hunter Biden and
James Biden actively assisted CEFC as
it worked to expand its footprint and
its holdings in the global and U.S. en-
ergy sector. Today, we will add James
Biden’s Lion Hall Group to the list of
Biden family companies connected to
the communist regime.

In my and Senator JOHNSON’s Sep-
tember 2020 report, we showed that
Hunter Biden and James Biden and
their aligned firms received approxi-
mately $4.8 million from Hudson West
IIT from August 2017 to September 2018.
During that same timeframe, Hunter
Biden’s Owasco sent 20 or so wires to
James Biden’s Lion Hall Group. Those
20 wires totaled just about $1.4 million.

The liberal media and our Demo-
cratic colleagues originally tried to
claim that Senator JOHNSON and my
findings were Russian disinformation.

Last week, the Washington Post re-
ported the following:

Over the course of 14 months, the Chinese
energy conglomerate—

Here, parenthetically, they are refer-
ring to CEFC—
and its executives paid $4.8 million to enti-
ties controlled by Hunter Biden and his
uncle, according to government records,
court documents and newly disclosed bank
statements, as well as emails contained on a
copy of a laptop hard drive that purportedly
once belonged to Hunter Biden.

The Post also reported this:

During that time period, about $1.4 million
was transferred from Hunter’s account to the
Lion Hall Group, the consulting firm that
James Biden ran, according to other govern-
ment records reviewed by The Post.

Senator JOHNSON and I were right 2
years ago. We knew it then, but it has
been a long road to defend our work
product.

The liberal media and our Demo-
cratic colleagues aggressively tried to
make the case that we were peddling
Russian disinformation. What will the
liberal media and my Democratic col-
leagues say now in light of last week’s
Washington Post article that substan-
tiated the work Senator JOHNSON and I
have been doing? We still haven’t re-
ceived any apology from our Demo-
cratic colleagues for their false claims
against us these past several years.
They haven’t apologized to the Amer-
ican people. And I am not going to hold
my breath.
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When will the big-time media in
Washington awaken to respect my rep-
utation for the thorough investigative
and oversight work that I do as a Sen-
ator? And it is also my constitutional
responsibility to do exactly that.

Now, we have more records to discuss
today. Today, Senator JOHNSON and I
will show you financial transfers direct
from Hudson West III to the Lion Hall
Group. In other words, in these trans-
fers, Hunter Biden’s Owasco isn’t the
middleman.

Let’s look at the first poster here.
This is a January 2018 bank statement
from Hudson West III. Now, there is a
lot going on here, so I will just men-
tion several items.

First, we have two examples of more
wire transfers from Hudson West III for
$165,000. The underlying wire data,
which Senator JOHNSON and I will
make public this very day, shows that
money went to Hunter Biden’s Owasco.
That money was for the August 2017
LLC agreement, which by its terms
saw James Biden become a manager of
Hudson West III. That agreement sent
$100,000 to Hunter Biden and $65,000 to
James Biden every month. Those
transactions occurred after the $5 mil-
lion wire from Northern International
Capital to Hudson West III on August
2017. Northern International was con-
nected to Ye Jianming, who was con-
nected to the communist regime.

We explained all that in our second
speech just last Tuesday.

Second, this statement shows several
examples of wires from Hudson West III
to CEFC. As Senator JOHNSON and I
have established, that company is an
arm of the communist Chinese regime.
This new record shows how closely con-
nected Hudson West IIT was with CEFC
while Hunter Biden and James Biden
received money from Hudson West III.

Third, we have a January 17, 2018,
wire to Lion Hall Group. That happens
to be James Biden’s company. James
Biden received $18,000 from Hudson
West III the same month that company
sent money to CEFC. This is just one
example of many.

Accordingly, the official bank record
makes clear the financial connections
between and among James Biden and
the communist Chinese elements.

To the liberal media and my Demo-
cratic colleagues, this official bank
record—is that Russian disinformation,
as you accused us of spreading?

Now let’s go to the second poster.
This is a Hudson West III bank record
from April 2018. Here, you see wire
transfers from Coldharbour Capital.
That company was connected to
Mervyn Yan, who was an associate of
Ye Jianming and Gongwen Dong.

As Senator JOHNSON and I have al-
ready established, all of them are con-
nected to the communist regime. These
are the players in the game that I men-
tioned in the first speech last Monday,
and now we have established that they
appear repeatedly in bank records with
high-dollar transfers.

These transfers aren’t by accident—
no way. There is clearly a scheme here.



S1970

There is a plan among and between all
these individuals and their respective
companies, which then begs the ques-
tion, has the Justice Department ac-
quired these records? If so, what has
the Justice Department done about
these records?

Moving to the next transaction,
there is another $165,000 wire. Again,
that relates back to the LLC agree-
ment that connected Hunter and James
Biden to the Chinese firm CEFC and its
projects in the energy sector. Then you
have a $34,000 wire to James Biden’s
Lion Hall Group from Hudson West III.

So what was this all about? Let’s
take a look, then, at the third poster.
Look at the sixth line from the bot-
tom. I want to quote. It says ‘“‘office ex-
pense and reimbursement.” That is the
same reason given for the first poster
that I showed you.

We will make all these records public
this very day.

For those of you who may still doubt
my and Senator JOHNSON’s oversight
work, I am going to present one last
transaction to bring all of this home.

Look at the fourth poster. In my and
Senator JOHNSON’s September 2020 re-
port, we found that James Biden and
Hunter Biden went on a $99,000 global
spending spree courtesy of whom? An-
other Chinese person I have mentioned
so many times in these three speech-
es—Gongwen Dong. The spending spree
included airline tickets, purchases at
Apple stores, hotels, and restaurants.
This bank record next to me shows a
$99,000 transaction in September 2017,
but that is not all that we have.

Let’s turn to the final poster. This is
No. 5. This is a credit card authoriza-
tion form for $99,000. Look at the bot-
tom. There is a signature block with
Hunter Biden and Gongwen Dong.

To the liberal press and my Demo-
cratic colleagues, are these official
records Russian disinformation?

So what is the point of all these
records? Not only have Senator JOHN-
SON and I illustrated through new
records that Hunter Biden was finan-
cially connected to the communist re-
gime, these records show James Biden
was as well. These new records show di-
rect financial links between companies
connected to the communist regime
and James Biden through Lion Hall
Group. These new records support the
findings in our report to the last Con-
gress.

Remember, those records were put
out in September and November of
2020, and everybody was saying it was
Russian disinformation. Forget the
facts. Forget the evidence. Forget the
investigative journalism. The liberal
media wanted to provide cover for
then-Candidate Joe Biden. They did
whatever they could to smear our in-
vestigations.

With these new records, there can be
no doubt that James Biden was finan-
cially connected to corporations and
individuals with extensive links to
communist China and that he and Hun-
ter Biden were in it together, working
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to help a Chinese Government-linked
energy company pursue deals and ex-
pand its reach in the energy sector.

Now, it is Senator JOHNSON’s turn.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr.
thank Senator GRASSLEY.

What Senator GRASSLEY and I have
showed over the course of six speeches
are the actual bank records of financial
transactions tying President Biden’s
son Hunter and his brother James to
businesses that are essentially arms of
the communist Chinese regime. But
the Biden business ventures include ac-
tivities in many more countries than
just China.

In our September and November 2020
reports, we showed a vast web of Biden
family foreign financial entanglements
that were largely ignored by the media
and falsely labeled “Russian
disinformation” by our Democratic
colleagues. As outrageous as the sup-
pression of our reports and the false at-
tacks were, perhaps the most egregious
behavior came from 51 former intel-
ligence Agency officials who lent their
names and reputations to an effort de-
signed to convince the American public
that Hunter Biden’s laptop had ‘‘all the
classic earmarks of a Russian informa-
tion operation.”

Without any evidence backing their
assertion, they engaged in their own
information operation by signing a
public letter right before the election.
Their letter was actual disinformation,
coming from what are supposed to be
trusted former members of our U.S. in-
telligence Agencies. They should all be
ashamed and held accountable for
spreading this disinformation. By sign-
ing that disinformation letter, they re-
inforced false claims that the records
on the laptop were not legitimate.

By casting doubt on evidence of the
Bidens’ corrupt practices, these former
intelligence officials interfered in the
2020 election to a far greater extent
than Russia could have ever hoped to
achieve. Their willing accomplices in
the press amplified this disinformation
letter and, by doing so, were equally
guilty of egregious election inter-
ference.

In August 2020, I wrote a public letter
detailing the history, purpose, and
goals of my oversight and investiga-
tions. In that letter, I laid out the
timeline of Joe and Hunter Biden’s in-
volvement in Ukraine. The timeline is
very revealing.

It starts in February 2014. That was
the month of the Revolution of Dignity
in Ukraine. Two months later, on April
16, 2014, then-Vice President Biden met
with his son’s business partner Devon
Archer, now a convicted felon, at the
White House.

I just want to pause and just let that
sink in a little bit. Devon Archer is
now a convicted felon. He got a meet-
ing in the White House with the Vice
President of the United States. That is
kind of a big deal.

The press didn’t ask many questions.
Five days after that meeting in the
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White House, April 21, Joe Biden vis-
ited Ukraine, and the media described
him as the ‘“‘public face of the adminis-
tration’s handling of Ukraine.” The
next day, on April 22, Devon Archer
joined the board of Burisma. What a
coincidence.

On April 28, 6 days later, British offi-
cials seized $23 million from the Lon-
don bank accounts of Burisma’s owner
Mykola Zlochevsky. Let that sink in a
little bit. Six days after Devon Archer
joined the board of Burisma, a day
after Vice President Biden visited
Ukraine, which was 5 days after he met
with Devon Archer in the White House,
British officials seized $23 million from
the corrupt owner of Burisma.

On May 13, 2014, 3 weeks later, Hun-
ter Biden joined the board of Burisma.
What a coincidence.

Because of the findings in our reports
and the excellent investigative jour-
nalism on the part of John Solomon,
we also know that Hunter was involved
with Yelena Baturina, the corrupt and
now-sanctioned wife of the former
mayor of Moscow, during the exact
same period of time.

On February 14, 2014, Baturina wired
$3.5 million to Rosemont Seneca
Thornton, an investment firm co-
founded by Hunter Biden.

Between April 4 and April 5, 2014—
again, the same month that Joe Biden
met with Devon Archer in the White
House and Devon became a member of
the board of Burisma—Hunter Biden
and Devon Archer sent emails about
meeting with Baturina, potentially re-
lating to a business deal in Chelsea,
NY.

On April 13, 2014, 9 days before Devon
Archer joined the board of Burisma,
Hunter Biden and Devon Archer dis-
cussed a potential deal involving
Baturina. Archer wrote that Baturina
“confirmed green light to fund de-
posit.” Archer continued:

Just spent two hours on the phone with
Kiev. I am confident at this point this is a
good if not life changing deal if the Ukraine
doesn’t collapse in the meantime.

It is quite interesting to see how
much significant activity involving the
Bidens and corrupt actors in Russia
and Ukraine occurred within a 6-week
period, only 2 months after the Ukrain-
ian Revolution of Dignity. It sure looks
like they intended to cash in on the
turmoil in Ukraine.

In my August 2020 letter, I listed a
number of questions about then-Vice
President Biden’s interaction with
Hunter Biden’s business partner and
other family members’ foreign finan-
cial dealings. In making this letter
public, my hope was that the press, the
very uninquisitive press, would begin
to ask then-Presidential candidate Joe
Biden these important and legitimate
questions.

It should come as no surprise that
the corporate media was completely
uninterested and failed to conduct any
investigative journalism. Nearly 2
years after I wrote this public letter,
the mainstream media has still not
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adequately pressed President Biden for
answers to these very legitimate ques-
tions; for example, No. 1: Why did Joe
Biden meet with Devon Archer at the
White House on April 16, 2014? What did
they discuss? Did they discuss any-
thing related to TUkraine, Hunter
Biden, or Burisma?

No. 2, was Joe Biden aware that
Devon Archer joined the board of
Burisma 6 days after that meeting, 1
day after he visited Ukraine?

No. 3, does Joe Biden believe Burisma
and its owner are corrupt?

No. 4, when did Joe Biden first be-
come aware that Hunter Biden also
joined the board of Burisma?

No. 5, when did Joe Biden first be-
come aware of how much money Hun-
ter Biden was being compensated by
Burisma? Senator GRASSLEY and my
report showed it was close to $4 mil-
lion.

No. 6, what does Joe Biden know
about Hunter or James Biden’s deal-
ings with China?

No. 7, what does Joe Biden know
about financial benefits his brother and
sister-in-law have obtained because of
their relationships to him?

Investigative reporter John Solomon
has added a few more questions to my
list, including: No. 1, what, if anything,
did Joe Biden know about his son’s
dealings with Russian oligarch Yelena
Baturina?

No. 2, a 2017 series of memos referred
to a Chinese business deal that in-
volved Hunter Biden and included a 10-
percent equity for the ‘‘big guy.” What
did Joe Biden know about this specific
deal, and who was the ‘‘big guy’’?

No. 3, emails on Hunter Biden’s
laptop, now in the possession of the
FBI, refer to shared accounts or bills
between Joe Biden and Hunter. Did
Hunter ever give Joe Biden any money,
gift, or financial benefit from Hunter’s
business dealings?

After a long-overdue analysis, the
New York Times and the Washington
Post have finally admitted that records
from Hunter’s laptop are authentic,
which means—although they will never
admit this—that Senator GRASSLEY
and I were right, and they were wrong.

It is interesting to read how limited
and muted their mea culpas are. My
guess is that they learned a lot from
their coverage of Nixon’s Watergate
scandal coverup. They learned that
when you have been caught in a cover-
up—and that is what has happened
here—you try to limit the damage by
telling a little bit of the truth. In the
intelligence world, this strategy is
called a ‘“‘limited hangout.”” The Water-
gate coconspirators called it a ‘“‘modi-
fied limited hangout.”

Regardless of what you call it, what
the New York Times and the Wash-
ington Post are doing is not telling the
whole truth. I doubt they ever will. But
just in case they decide to pursue the
truth with a little bit more rigor, they
can use the above list of relevant ques-
tions as a good starting point for what
they should be asking President Biden.
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For our part, Senator GRASSLEY and
I will continue to ask tough questions,
review more information and records,
and transparently provide that infor-
mation to the American public. We in-
tend to pursue and uncover the truth.

I will now turn the floor back over to
Senator GRASSLEY for his closing re-
marks.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
thank Senator JOHNSON. I will just
quickly say that the journalists in this
town have an obligation to investigate.
They ave an obligation to uncover the
facts and the evidence. They have
failed time and again.

What has been reported recently is
simply the tip of the iceberg. The ques-
tion now is: Instead of accusing us of
peddling Russian disinformation, will
the media actually engage in true in-
vestigative journalism? Will the media
act with intellectual honesty, or will
the media continue to cover all this up
for the Biden administration?

Now, Congress has a constitutional
responsibility to engage in oversight of
the executive branch. The Biden ad-
ministration has been totally unre-
sponsive to our oversight requests; spe-
cifically, requests that relate to the
Biden criminal case.

Is Nicholas McQuaid recused from
the Hunter Biden case? No answer from
the Department. Does the Department
possess FISA information on Patrick
Ho, Hunter Biden’s associate? The De-
partment told a Federal court they do.
They told me and Senator JOHNSON
that they aren’t sure. Can you imagine
that?

When Hunter Biden communicated
with Patrick Ho, were his communica-
tions captured by our intelligence com-
munity? Is the Biden administration
intentionally withholding this mate-
rial from Congress out of fear of what
we will find?

In light of the Biden administration’s
total failure to respond to our ques-
tions, these are legitimate questions to
ask. The Biden Justice Department’s
actions have cast a cloud over the case.
The American people are rightly skep-
tical of the impact it may have on it.

Transparency brings accountability.
This week, Senator JOHNSON and I have
done what we can to bring trans-
parency to our oversight work for the
American people. We will continue to
do so.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF KETANJI BROWN JACKSON

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
come here with real pleasure, pride, ex-
citement, joy, and real exuberance not
often felt on the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate because we are going to be making
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history this week. As confident as I am
of anything ever in the U.S. Senate
happening, this week we will confirm
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson as an As-
sociate Justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Let me, first of all, thank President
Biden for nominating her. His wisdom
and courage are one of the reasons that
she is before us as a nominee in this
historic vote. And to all my fellow
Members of the Judiciary Committee,
we have labored a long time, through
many hours, and I particularly thank
Senator DURBIN for his leadership.

Now, ‘“‘historic” is a word that is
often overused, even in this Chamber,
where a lot of history is made, but
Judge Jackson’s nomination truly mer-
its that word. It is a joyous, exciting
moment for all Americans because Jus-
tice Jackson will make the U.S. Su-
preme Court look more like America
and, hopefully, think more like Amer-
ica at a time when Black women and
people with diverse backgrounds, races,
religions have broken many barriers.

Her confirmation will be a giant leap
into the present. She stands on the
shoulders of many who have come be-
fore her, as she recognized so explicitly
in our hearing. One of them is Con-
stance Baker Motley, a daughter of
New Haven, CT, the first Black woman
to argue before the U.S. Supreme Court
and the first Black woman to be ap-
pointed as a judge on the U.S. district
court.

Now, she was also instrumental in
the well-known and profoundly signifi-
cant case of Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, argued by Thurgood Marshall,
and she won every one of the cases that
she argued before the U.S. Supreme
Court. I have argued four; she argued
ten. Her record surpasses almost any of
the litigators who have become judges.

Not only will she be the first Black
woman on the U.S. Supreme Court,
Justice Jackson will be the first public
defender. What does that mean? She
has represented people who couldn’t af-
ford a lawyer. There is nobody on this
Court who has represented people who
couldn’t afford a lawyer as a full-time
profession or public defender. She has
more experience as a trial lawyer and a
trial judge combined than anybody on
the U.S. Supreme Court now and prob-
ably over the last century.

She has academic credentials that
are superlative. She has written and
taught and counseled in ways that give
her insights into the real-life meaning
of the law and its real impact on peo-
ple.

It has also given her an emotional in-
telligence. There is no question that
she is qualified by virtue of intellect
and intelligence. Book smart—there is
no question that she is book smart, but
she is also people smart. She under-
stands, as Justice Breyer has, as well,
that all of these abstruse legalisms, all
of the abstract concepts in law, all the
technical distinctions, all of the ver-
biage—they have a real-life impact
when they are words in a statute, when
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